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248 HARVARD LAW REVIEW. 

REVIEW. 



Negligence of Imposed Duties. By Charles A. Ray, LL.D. 
Rochester, N. Y. : Lawyers' Cooperative Publishing Co., 1891. pp. 757. 

The author nowhere defines " imposed duties." The subjects treated 
of are the duties imposed by the law on a person in respect to his use 
or ownership of property, e.g. the rights and duties of the public and 
of individuals in regard to highways ; the whole subject of easements ; 
the natural rights to lateral support of soil, to air, light, and water ; and 
the duty of using things in their nature dangerous in such a way as not 
to injure others. The subject-matter would be more accurately de- 
scribed by the title " Imposed Duties " than by the one the author has 
chosen, since it is really a general treatise on that subject. 

The chief value of the book will be found in a very large collection 
of authorities and the accurate statement of modern decisions. These 
are, however, too often stated one after the other without proper discrim- 
ination or sufficient discussions of principle. It is like too many of our 
treatises in that more space is given to a digest of the cases than to an 
examination of principles. This is not true of the whole book. Many 
chapters contain clear and comprehensive statements of the law on 
the subjects to which they are devoted, and will doubtless be found of 
much value. 
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